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Lets try English!**

Congratulations to Miyota Junior High
School Class of 2013!

Congratulations! And thank you for a wonderful
three years. | think the Class of 2013 is a very
interesting and special group of people. It was a
real pleasure to teach all of you. Now you are
beginning the next stage of your journey in life so |
want to share with you my mottos:

“Don’t be a fool! Stay in school.”

This isn't my original motto. It is from a slogan
when | was in high school many years ago. | still
think it is important, especially in Japan, because
you all work very hard to enter high school. There
will be hard times, of course, but hard times are only
temporary. Hard times are easily forgotten, and the
good times you have will stay in your mind forever.
It's your education, not your friends’, not your
parents’, so treasure it! And always finish what you
start!

“The more you learn, the more you earn.”

When | was younger, | thought | had to get an
education so | could get a good job and make a lot
of money. But later, | realized that “learning” isn’t
only book learning, and “earning” isn't only earning
money. We learn valuable lessons from our
mistakes and experiences in life, and we earn from
those mistakes and experiences. This makes us
better human beings. So, remember that.

“It doesn’ t matter what you do, do something.
Don’ t be a rock.”

When | was younger, | believed the only important
thing in life was to graduate high school, go to
university, become a businessman, and finally
become the boss of the company. | still think that is
a nice path, but now, | understand that it is not the
only path in life. But, if you don't do anything, you
are just like a piece of bread left on the kitchen
counter until it becomes green and black with mold
and we have to throw it away. Useless. It makes
me sad when | hear a student say, “I don’t have a
dream.” | was poor growing up (I'm still poor now,
too) but | had dreams, and | have dreams now.
Without dreams we have nothing. So, do
something! Don't be a rock that sits in the yard
growing mold. It may look pretty, but one day we'll
have to throw it aside, so that we can cut the grass.

Good luck! Chase your dreams!!
(if you have a child, grandchild, friend with a child

who graduated from Miyota JHS this year, please
show them this article. Thank you!)
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