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Lets tryEnglish!™*

' Message FROM

Paul Wellington Harris
(P2AHCAET)

Not So High Tech Japan!

| came to Japan near the end of 1998. | was 23
years old, spoke zero Japanese, and single. | was
very excited and ready to go! My American image
of Japan was extreme. | expected to see people
doing karate in the streets, women in kimono, men
in suits, comic books, video games, anime and
most importantly, lots of high technology, including
automated machines and robots.

| laugh about it now, and | was still impressed and
surprised by Japan, but, boy was | disappointed!! |
was disappointed by the lack of convenient
technology in Japan. “Come on, this is supposed
to be Japan!” | said to myself.

| lived alone in Minami-Urawa then. My second
week in Japan | decided to take a train to Tokyo
and check out the night life there. At around
1:00AM | decided to go back home. The station
was closed! | was stranded in Tokyo! No 24hr
trains in Japan! | ended up taking a Taxi from
Shinjuku to Minami-Urawa!!

Then one day, | wanted to withdraw money from an
ATM to buy dinner. | walked around my
neighborhood looking for an ATM. There were
none! | asked a stranger and she said, “Go to the
bank lobby.” So, | went to my bank, Sumitomo.
The lobby was closed! | asked around and
someone told me that the ATMs close at 3PM!
‘What?! ATMs only in the bank and they close at
3:0017?"

Finally, | wanted to get internet. | went to the NTT
office in Urawa. | met a nice young Japanese guy
who spoke English. First he said | had to use dail-
up “What?! No Broadband!?” | said, “okay, but |
don’ t have a phone.” He said a phone line would
be about 100,000 yen. “What?!" | have to buy a
phone line? It' s a thousand dollars?!”  Anyway,
after setting up, he told me the number to call to
connect to internet. He said it will cost 30yen for 3
minutes. | said, “No local number?” He said it was
local but | have to pay. So, | had to use dail-up,
rent a phone line, pay for internet service, and pay
for the callll Japan' s internet system was terrible,
expensive and slow. So, | was very disappointed at
how inconvenient “Hi-Tech” Japan really was.
(Japanese toilets were really hi-tech though(-_- ))
But there were many interesting, too--1 still find
them interesting now. Recently, Japan has been
improving. There are more ATMS available for use
and internet service is a lot more reasonable and
faster now. | really enjoy living here and there is
never a dull moment!

(This story is part one, part two will come someday)
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