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Lets tryEnglish!™*

Sometimes my students call me, “Mr. Paul.” | don’
t usually correct this mistake because | like it. To
use ‘Mr." before a person’ s first name is not
‘correct’ English, but it is not ‘bad” English either.

“‘Mr.” means, "Master”. A long time ago in
England, Master, was used for young boys, for
example, “Master Paul.” And it is used in front of
the first name. For older men, the title “Mr.” is used,
and it is used in front of the last name only.

For women, Mrs., Ms., and Miss, all mean,
“Mistress” . Like most things relating to women,
using these titles is complicated (smile). Long ago
“Mrs.” was used for married and unmarried women
and Miss was used for young girls. Mistress meant,
“the property of Mr.OOQ" or “The daughter of Mr.
000" .
the husband’ s first and last name. My wife, Hisami,
would be called, “Mrs. Paul Wellington Harris” ,
and not, “Mrs. Hisami Sato.”

So for married women, we should write

“Miss” is used for young girls and it s usually used
with the first name, for example, “Miss Jane.” “Miss”
is also polite when addressing someone you don’ t
know, for example, “Excuse me, Miss. Could you
help me?”" Or for older women: “Excuse me, Ma’'
am. Could you help me?" Recently “Mrs.” is used
only for married women and “Ms.” is used for
unmarried women. Miss is still used for young girls.
It is also used for Hollywood stars, and members of
“Beauty Contests” , for example “Miss America or
Miss Japan” . Anyway, to be safe, use “Ms.” for all
women if you go to U.S.A. for a trip!

| said | like it when students call me, “Mr. Paul” . |
also said that it is not ‘bad English” . In the
southern part of the USA, where | grew up, many
people teach their children to use “Mr.” before a
person’ s first name. This is only okay for children.
This shows respect and “closeness” with an older
person. So | can feel my students’ respect and
friendliness when they call me, “Mr. Paul.”
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Message FROM
Paul Wellington Harris
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