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Lets tryEnglish!™*

Three-Peat!!!

Last month Miyota Junior

High School won the

Toushin English Speech

contest again for the third

time in a row! | was very

happy and proud of my

students. Seiya Uchibori

came in 1Tst place and

Mayu Higashizawa came

in 4th place. They both

worked hard and did their

best. Mayu's speech title

was, “If You Never Try,

You'll Never Know” and it

is about taking a chance

to try something new. Seiya's speech title was,
“Deadly Weapon” and it is about how what we say
can affect others.

The speech contest is not only a challenge for the
students, but it is also a challenge for me. Junior
high students are, “little adults” but they are also still
children, too. They are old enough to think, have
their own ideas, and make their own choices. But as
kids, sometimes they don't want to make their own
choices, or they blame their teachers for what they
think is unfair. So even though | want them to work
hard and be the best, | have to give them freedom to
make their own choices, too. It is a delicate
balance. But that is why | love working at Junior
High. | can see students grow from children to young
adults. And as a teacher, | try my best to help them
grow into smart, thinking, responsible adults. It is
also why | like the speech contest. It is a chance for
me to hear their ideas and help make their ideas into
solid thoughts and experiences. It is a learning
experience for them, for me, and for their peers.
Mayu and Seiya’'s ideas were very powerful and true.
We often applied the messages of their speech to
our real life situations—sometimes with humor and
sometimes with seriousness.

| think this year was the most stressful time I've had
preparing for the speech contest, but also the most
fun I've ever had, too! Mayu and Seiya were very
fun and funny to work with. | could see them learn
more and more about responsibility. Most
importantly, | could see them gain confidence in
themselves and respect from their peers. | am
thankful to them for the experience and | hope they
will continue to have confidence and challenge new
things in their future.
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