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Lets tryEnglish!™*

| was going to write about a different
topic, but today something happened
to me that made me really happy; |
want to share this story with my
readers.

One of my old Miyota junior high
students dropped by today, she's a
second grader at Somiya High and lives
in the same neighborhood as | do. |
was happy to see her and she asked
me if | could help her with her English
Debate class homework. | said, “Sure”,
but was very surprised because she
asked me in perfect English! | was
surprised again because she said she was in an
English Debate class!!

| was very, very impressed with her English ability. |
could speak with her naturally. | thought to myself,
“Is this same noisy girl | taught in junior high?!” We
chatted a while before | looked at her homework. |
asked her if she was going to a language school and
she said that she wasn’'t. She told me that she went
to California as a ‘Foreign Exchange Student’ and
that she also visited Korea to sightsee. | told her
that | was so impressed at how much her English has
improved and that it made me happy to see her
doing so well, studying hard, and enjoying life.

After she left | started to remember her days in junior
high. | remembered she was always joking and
clowning around with her friends. | especially
remember cleaning time because she used to clean
the English Room with me during her 2nd year.
They were a bunch of comedians and | always had
to say, "Be quiet” or “Let's clean!” But | also
remembered that she and another student would
always ask me things like, “How do you say such
and such in English?” Or, “What does such and such
mean?” | always thought they asked me that so
they can use it for their joking and playing. But now
| realized they were showing interest.

So my old student is learning English well. She
reminds me of my wife. They both studied English
only in school. They didn’t go to a conversation
school. But one important thing | noticed about her
and my wife is that they didn’t just sit in class and do
English work.  They showed interest in English and
made an effort to improve themselves by using
English and applying their ability. | think this is
important for all school subjects. Just sitting and
learning from books is not enough, you have to
make an effort to apply the knowledge in life. As a
teacher we can only show you the door, it is up to
you to open it!
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