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Lets tryEnglish!™*

Americans celebrated
236 years of United
States independence
and freedom this month.
| am talking about the
4th of July. But we know
American “Independence”
was not enjoyed by
everyone. Slavery and
discrimination continued
long after, and it still
continues to this day. |
think it is important for
Americans to remember
the minorities that helped
build the USA even
though they were considered to be less than
human at the time. The Chinese are one of these
minorities.
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GOLD SPIKE

Chinese people came to America during the
California ‘Gold Rush’.  They were considered
inferior to whites and could not become American
citizens. Many Chinese were killed for their gold
because whites believed that gold found in America
did not belong to the Chinese! After the Gold Rush
many Chinese were used to build the
Transcontinental Railroad. It was expensive and
very dangerous work so many White-Americans did
not want to do it. The Chinese workers were paid
much less than the white workers and the Chinese
worked longer and harder. They had to work in
the heat and the cold and they had to use
dangerous explosives to make tunnels in very high
Mountains. Many died. But the Chinese worked
hard and fast and finished the raifoad earlier than
planned! After the railroad was completed a
ceremony was held. It was called the “Gold Spike”.
Many photos were taken, but none of them
included the Chinese workers. Chinese people
were discriminated against even more after it was
built.

The rairoad connected the eastern and western
US. Before that people used mostly horses and
wagons. The train made it faster and easier for
Americans to travel and ship goods across the
country.  American businesses began to grow and
the States became “United”. It was a great
American feat and historical event! Sadly, there are
no monuments or memorials for the many
thousands of Chinese who worked hard for little
money and lost their lives working on the rairoad.
But | know, and | proudly share their part of
American history with you...
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