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Lets try English!**

Summer is here! In the U.S.,
students have already started
their summer vacations and
won't go back to school until
late August or early September!
What a long vacation! Almost
three months!

Why is summer vacation so
long? Well, many Americans
think our summer vacations are
long now because the U.S. was
a farming country. Kids had to
help their parents on the farm
during the summer. But that is
not 100% true. Kids in the
countryside did have to help on
farms so they went to school only in WINTER and
SUMMER. In spring they helped plant farms, and in
fall they helped harvest them. But in the cities, kids
went to school for about the same number of days
as Japanese kids do now—about 250 days--with
only a very short vacation. So what happened?

Well, school was optional before the civil war and
only about 50% of the kids in cities went to
school--so attendance was low. Also people were
worried that kids who went to school every day in
the city would become physically and mentally
weak. So, city governments decided to make the
school year shorter and have a longer vacation
time. They chose summer for the vacation time
because schools were too hot and dangerous in
summer. Also, rich families went on long vacations
in the summer and teachers wanted to do it too.
Later, countryside schools decided to use the
same system as city schools.

Now, many schools in the U.S. are thinking about
making summer vacations shorter and the school
year longer. Some cities already have “Year-
Round” schools. But I don't think this is a good
idea. | think it cost more money to run schools all
year. For example, lunch, air-conditioning, and
electricity are expensive. Also students and
teachers need a break from the daily stresses of
every day school life and work for their mental
health. And a longer vacation is a good chance to
spend more time with their family. Instead of
America adopting the Japanese “year-round”
school style, | think Japan should adopt America’'s
180 day school year system.

What do you think?
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