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Let's try English! =

| noticed last year that some
students were practicing
cursive writing. It reminded
me of my days learning to
write it. Cursive handwriting
is taught in the third grade of
elementary school, and in my
3rd and 4th grade English
classes we had to do all of
our work in cursive. But when
| entered high school our
teachers gave us a choice. We could use
cursive or print.

At first, | used cursive, but later, my teacher told
me to do my work in print--Because my
handwriting was/is terrible! | have not used
cursive writing since then. Most Americans do
not use it either.

So why did we have to learn cursive handwriting
in our English classes? Well, long ago, cursive
writing was used for formal letters, to write
quickly and save time, and most Americans sign
their name in cursive because it is difficult to

copy.

Now, many U.S. schools have stopped teaching
cursive handwriting or have made it optional.
The government has decided that it is no longer
necessary. They think it takes too much class
time to teach cursive in school and that
keyboard typing is more important to teach now.

But | do not think this is a good idea. Yes,
many formal letters and documents are written
by computer now. But cursive is important for
writing “thank-you” notes. “Thank-you” notes
should be written by hand to show our thanks.
Also, cursive helps our brain to learn words and
letters faster. Finally, | think students should be
able to read old historical documents like the
U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence. It is all written in cursive
handwriting.

The title of this article is a pun. Can you understand
it?
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