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Lets try English!™*

Something | have learned
since | came to Japan is
that it takes time to learn
a foreign language. Actually,
it takes a life time. | never
studied Japanese in a
school, | read some books,
but mostly | learned from
living in Japan.

Sometimes when | meet people they say,
“Wow your Japanese is really good!” Or,
“Your Japanese has improved a lot.” When |
hear that, my confidence gets higher. But
later, when | talk to some Japanese people,
especially older people, or watch an anime, |
can’'t understand anything! | feel like giving
up and that Japanese is too difficult! After
that, | feel discouraged.

This has been a pattern for me for the last
12 years in Japan. Then, | understood that
every time | have a moment of discouragement
the next time | speak Japanese my ability is
better.
Yamazaki told me when | was learning

| remembered something Mr.

kendama and suddenly could not do easy
tricks. He said, “You are in a slump, but after
you come out of the slump, your skill will be
even better.”

| think it is the same with language. So if
you are studying English and find you are in
a slump, don't give up. It means your ability
is improving! Good luck!
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