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Lets try English!

Last week | saw an article in the newspaper that
said black bass are eating plankton in Lake
Shirakaba. | can’t read Japanese, so | did not
read the whole article. But it made me think
about bass in Japan. | love all kinds of fishing,
but bass fishing is my joy. Black bass have a
negative in Japan. | sometimes see posters in
schools that say do not release black bass back
into the lake. So it must be “Catch and KILL!" |
know black bass is not a Japanese native fish. It
comes from the U.S.A. | also know that bass are
eating Japanese native fish like, pond smelt. But
Black Bass have been in Japan for a long time
and they have become a part of the natural
environment here. | hear many
Japanese people complain
about bass, so | want to give
some examples and share my
opinion about those complaints.

For example, | hear people say,
“Bass have no natural predators
in Japan.” But the number one
enemies of bass are lizards and
carp. Carp and lizards eat bass
eggs in summer. Next, | hear
people say, “Bass fishermen are
rude!” But not ALL bass anglers
are rude. Some anglers, not
only bass anglers, are noisy
and leave garbage at the lakes.
Finally, | hear people say, “You
can't eat bass!” So | say,
“Why?” They reply, “It's not delicious!” Then |
say, “Oh have you ever eaten bass?” And they
say, ‘No, | have never eaten it.” The truth is
bass can be eaten. It tastes like all other fish
that live in rivers and lakes. Ask me for a recipe
one day! “Catch and Eat” is better than “catch
and killl”

Bass are exciting fish. They are very clever and
they eat many kinds of things. So there are
many lures you can use to catch them if you are
clever. The excitement and power of a bass
catch will make your heart jump... EVERY TIME!
To be honest, | think the environment is why
there is a decrease in fish. We have to protect
our lakes and rivers from pollution. “If we hurt
nature, we hurt ourselves.” -Yasuo Ohta
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