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Lets try English!

The Toshin English Speech Contest was held
last Saturday. This year Miyota won the contest
again for the 2™ time in a row! Kazu Akata came
in first place, and his schoolmate Yasuo Ohta
came in fourth. Both will join the Prefectural
tournament in October.

| am very proud of both boys. They practiced
hard during the week and on weekends.
Sometimes | thought | was being too tough and
put too much pressure on them. They both have
many things they
have to do. For
example, Kazu
practices piano,
plays soccer, and
goes to cram
school after
school. Yasuo also
has cram school
on weekends as
well. They also
have school work
and tests to study
for. But every time
| pushed them to
do better and try
harder, they did it
every time.

Every year, when it is time for Speech Contest,
my wife Hisami, always says to me, “Did you
know | won the All-Japan English Speech
contest when | was in junior high?” She then
starts to perform her speech, standing in front of
me, in the living room. | always say, “Yeah, Yeah,
Yeah, | know, | know...You tell me that every
year, now let me watch TV!" But listening to my
wife say her speech she did over 30 years ago
made me understand something very important:
This speech contest will be a very long lasting
and wonderful memory for Kazu and Yasuo, too.

Congratulation and thank you for your hard work
boys!

XYou can read their speeches on my personal
website at: http://yamayuri.blacklit.net/
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