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Lets try English!

| really enjoy my neighborhood and living in
Miyota. Living in Miyota has an old fashioned,
small town feeling for me. All of my neighbors
are kind and friendly.

My wife, Hisami, and | recently had our home
built in Nishi-karuizawa, so | was a little nervous
at first, but after a while, | began to meet more
and more of my neighbors and become friends.
Some neighbors like to stop by and check out
my flower garden and talk about recent events.
And whenever | need help with something, | can
feel comfortable asking my neighbors. Even if it
is to borrow a bike
pump or a little mustard
for a hamburger!

| also like the small local
shops in Miyota. Now
that I live here, | try to
spend money in my
town and support the
local shops here. My
good friend works at the
local town electric shop
and when | have time |
like to go in give him a
chat. The owner is also
a very nice old lady who
likes to chat. | also met
a nice owner at the local jewelry shop. We are
both aguarists and we often chat about fish-
keeping.

It really reminds me of my life growing up in the
U.S. When | was younger, we knew everyone in
our neighborhood, and we were always welcome
for dinner, lunch or BBQs. And if our neighbors
caught us being bad, we were scolded by them
first, and then again later by our parents. There
is an old African saying, ‘It takes a whole village
to raise a child.” And it was true then. One day,
Hisami taught me a Japanese expression, she
said, “Good neighbors are better than far away
relatives.” "Wow.” | thought. That is great
saying, and very true.
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