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Paul Wellington Harris
(PERAET)
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' Message FROM

Lets try English

Southern Hospitality lives on in Nagano

I lived in the south part of the U.S.A. when | was a child. Everyone was very friendly in the south. My
grandparents were a good example. Sometimes in the evening a stranger would drop by the house and say,
"I'm sorry my car broke down. May | come in and use the phone?” My grandfather would reply, "Sure, how
far down are you? Let me take a look." In the U.S. we call this friendliness, "Southern Hospitality".

But last winter | was talking to my aunt who lives in Memphis, Tennessee and she said, ‘Southern hospitality
is a thing of the past nowadays. A woman moved in down the street last year so we got together to bring her
cake and vegetables. But the woman told us to get away from there and not to disturb her anymore!” | was
so surprised to hear that.

| think Southern Hospitality still lives on in me and in Nagano. When | moved to Miyota | brought my neighbor
some drinks one evening, "Hi, I'm Paul from next door---" | said. He immediately invited me into his home. A
few weeks later we had a softball tournament. After, | got home | heard my doorbell. It was my neighbor. He
invited me to eat and drink with the other neighbors. It was very fun and | felt at home. Everyone one was so
kind. In my heart | knew Southern Hospitality still lives on in Miyota.
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