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Lets try English

Japanese kids are Smarter than
American Kids

When | was young my father used Japan as an
example for everything | did.

“Don’ t sleep late, Japanese get up early!”

“‘Don’ t be late, Japanese are timely!”

“‘Don’ t be lazy, Japanese people work hard.”
“Don’ t spend your money all in one place,
Japanese people save their money!”

“Don’ t spend Saturdays watching cartoons;
Japanese kids go to school on Saturday!”

“Wow, Japanese people have a hard life” , |
thought!  “We Americans really
are lazy and stupid.” But now |
know this is not true. Japan
and the U.S. have a different
approach to life and education.
The U.S. has a performance
based, hands on, free-thinking
style and Japan has a memory
based, detailed, repetitive,
style. This makes the U.S. look
lazy and the Japanese look
serious.
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When TRANSFORMERS was big in 1980s, |
collected the toys. | learned that the same
Japanese toy was more difficult
to transform than the U.S. one!
When role-playing games
became popular, | learned that
the Japanese Final Fantasy VIl
had more random battles than
the U.S. version. And popular
Japanese simulation games
were never released in the U.S.
Again | thought, “Are we
Americans so stupid we need
easier toys and games”?!”

Japanese like a detailed, repetitive, set style.
Americans kids would give up and throw away their
TRANSFORMERSs if they could not transform them.
Final Fantasy VIl was the first video game RPG |
played and | HATED the random battles!!  And no
simulation games in the U.S.A because were busy
living life for real. Americans like a hands-on, non-
repetitive, free style of fun. But in the end, we are
all the same: we like to have fun and we have to
study math, science, and language-arts!
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