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Lets try English! *

Before the Boom

| remember back in the mid 80s and 90s when
being an anime and Hong Kong movie fan in the
U.S. took effort. You really had to hunt for anime
and kung fu/bullet-ballet flicks. The only way to get
an anime or Hong Kong movies back then was to
know someone, who knew someone.

| grew up on the north and south eastern coasts of
the U.S.A. For south east coasters the only way to
get anime was through N.C. State University's
Anime Society. If you sent a blank video cassette
and 1 or 2 dollars you could get their latest fan-
subs, but sometimes you just had to watch in
Japanese. If you were a north east coaster you had
to go into N.Y city to Chinatown or Times Square.
But in those days those areas were too dangerous
and we were too young.

So you really had to know someone who knew
someone. That was real 'social networking'. You
had to know someone who knew someone that was
connected to an anime club or group. This usually
meant getting a copy of a copy of a copy. It was
hard. Or you had to know someone who went into
the city often AND also liked Hong Kong and Anime
movies and actually bought something and copied it
for you. | never had money in those days. So | was
always hoping for a dub or a copy or probably just
ended up borrowing it from a friend.

There was no YesAsia.com, no Amazon.com, no
bittorrent, and no Facebook then. Luckily there
were newsgroups though, mainly 'alt.rec.anime’. |
remember | had to do legwork to get my hands on
any new material, or news about was coming out in
Japan, or being filmed in Taiwan and Hong Kong. It
was all word of mouth then, and the crew was
always small, maybe 4 or 5 people. Usually
someone in the crew had, or somehow obtained,
an issue of 'Animerica’, which helped a lot. That
was all it took to stay up to date in those days.

In 1994 | became a student at N.C. State. | never
did join the Anime Society there, but | went to their
showings and meetings sometimes. Around that
time | started working part-time in Harlem, N.Y. |
would go home by bus using the 42™ St. Port
Authority. There was a hole-in-wall (literally) shop
that was run by two thugs. They had many bootlegs
of Hong Kong flicks and Anime. That's when | got
hooked on subtitles. They usually had it for you
subbed or dubbed. By then my hobby grew 'Three
times faster than it had when | was a grade-
schooler". | have been collecting, movies, comics,
and toys ever since... Long before the Anime/Hong
Kong Movie booom in the U.S.
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