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Let's try English! vozs

Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(F2RALT)

People on the Pound: Sir Walter Raleigh

Hello again everyone. Today I am going to talk about Sir
Walter Raleigh, who appeared on the 50 pence note in 1969.

Apologies, this entry is not technically a person on the pound.
The note in question is actually a denomination of the subunit
of the pound, the penny. Moreover, this note was never

actually issued as legal
tender. It was designed
and proofs were made.
But it was never issued
for circulation because
the Royal Mint decided
to use the new 50 pence
coin instead. I hope you'll
forgive mel
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Raleigh on the English 50 pence note Sir Walter Raleigh was a
(1969 - never issued) renowned English courtier,
explorer, soldier, writer, and poet. He was born in 1553 in
Devon to landed gentry and became one of the most famous
figures of the Elizabethan era. As a soldier, Raleigh went to
war early in his life. In 1569, he went to France to fight in the
Huguenot (Protestant) army in the French wars of religion
lasting until roughly 1575. From 1579 he fought in Ireland to
put down the rebellion there. He fought there for about three
vears and was granted large estates in -
Ireland for his service. Throughout his
life Raleigh led and also sponsored many
privateer fleets at sea, inflicting damage
against the Spanish. He was known as a
fearless, aggressive and reckless leader in {8
battle; this came to be his downfall later in
his career. As a courtier Raleigh became
popular and a favorite in Queen Elizabeth
I's court in the early 1580s, particularly
after returning from military service in
Ireland. His rise was fueled by his wit, good
looks, and charisma, with his popularity
peaking in 1585, when he was knighted as a Engraving of Raleigh
mark of high favour. Raleigh brought back (1617)
and grew potatoes on his estates in Ireland. He is credited
with helping popularize tobacco in England, which he brought
back from American expeditions. He is considered a significant
figure in planting the seeds (literally and metaphorically)
for the potato's eventual immense popularity there. Raleigh
used his influence in court to gain charters to explore North
America. He fell from the favor of Queen Elizabeth I in 1592
when he secretly married one of the Queen's maids of honor,
without the Queen’s permission. For this he was imprisoned in
the Tower of London for a short while.
Sir Walter pioneered English colonization in North America.
In 1584 he dispatched ships that discovered Roanoke Island.
And in 1585 and again in 1587, he sponsored the establishment
of colonies there. He named the vast area that was claimed
by England Virginia in honor of Elizabeth, "the Virgin Queen".
Raleigh lead expeditions to Guiana in 1595 and 1617 in
search of famed city of gold, El Dorado. Raleigh's obsession
with finding the city eventually led to his downfall, as his
second expedition in 1617 was a failure, resulting in his son's
death. Furthermore, he during the expedition he attacked a
Spanish outpost, breaking a peace treaty with Spain, and upon
returning to England he was executed for his actions. Many
speculate his execution was also due to him having made
exaggerated claims/failing to find gold. So ended an illustrious
career full of swashbuckling, exploration, and court intrigue. I
have no space to talk about his writings and poetry but please
look them up if you are interested! Thank you for reading, see
you next time.
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