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Let's try English! vo.2

Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(P#ARALT)

People on the Pound: Florence Nightingale

Hello everyone. I hope you are all doing well in the seasonal heat.
Let s continue looking at the famous people that have appeared
on the banknotes of England. Today I am going to talk about
Florence Nightingale, who appeared on the £10 note from 1975
until 1994. Have you ever heard of her? She is most well known
for being the founder of modern nursing, but she was also an
accomplished social reformer and statistician. Nightingale was
born in 1820 into a wealthy and well-connected English family.

Nightingale on the English ten pound note (1971-1991)
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Her upbringing was unusual because she was well educated in
academic subjects, a rarity for women at that time. She entered
into nursing, a profession that was not considered appropriate
for a woman of her standing. She became famous for her efforts
during the Crimean war, where she improved the conditions of
wounded soldiers in hospitals, improving sanitation and other
standards and greatly reducing the mortality rate from infection
and disease. In 1860, Nightingale set
up the Nightingale Training School
for Nurses at St Thomas  Hospital
in London. It was first secular school
for nursing in the world. Up until that
point, nursing had been seen as a
lowly job, often done by incompetent,
negligent and uneducated people,
a terrible reputation for such an
important part of medical practice.
By having properly trained nursing
staff it created professionalism and
respectability for the role. Her
work in nursing was not her only
achievement. Nightingale wrote
books and encouraged the spread of simple medical and sanitation
knowledge. Furthermore, she used graphic representation to
explain complicated statistics and medical knowledge to people,
enabling them to understand more easily. She helped undertake
social reforms including improving healthcare for all sections of
British society, advocating better hunger relief in India, helping
to abolish prostitution laws that were harsh for women, and
expanding the acceptable forms of female participation in the
workforce. She was clearly a brilliantly sharp, driven and very
excellent woman. The next time I am in a hospital I' 1l remember
Florence Nightingale s contributions to health care, including the
cute nurse uniforms! Thank you for reading. See you next time.

Florence Nightingale C. 1860
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