Let's try English! vo.2s

Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(F#ARALT)

People on the Pound: Sir Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington

Hello everyone. Let s keep exploring the various important
people that have been printed on English pound notes. Today I
will move up in denomination to the five pound note. ‘Fivers'

were first issued in 1793, but it wasn t until 1971 that a person
other than the current reigning monarch would be featured on
the note. Namely, Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington.

Wellesley on the English five pound note (1971-1991)

He is a very famous figure from British history. Wellesley was
born in Ireland into an aristocratic Anglo-Irish family in 1769.
He joined the British army relatively early in 1787 at the age of
18. Over his career, he became a renowned officer who fought
in campaigns in India and later in the peninsular and hundred
days wars in France.
At the end of the Peninsular War in 1813, on return to England,
he received high praise for his victories and was promoted to
Field Marshal, the highest rank in the army. In 1814, he was
made Duke of Wellington, a title in the peerage created for
him. He is most famous, however, for his defeat of Napoleon at
the battle of Waterloo in 1815. After his active military career
ended, he had a long political career,
including being the prime minister
the United Kingdom twice. He
was a leading figure in the house
of lords and Commander-in-chief
of the forces until his death in
1852. He was also famous for his
personal style, which influenced
the fashions of the time. Look at
that fine gentleman! He was tall,
lean and wore a plumed black hat,
with a classic uniform and bright
white trousers. Most influential
were his boots, however. He wore
a type of modified Hessian riding
boot which was named after him:
the Wellington boot. Initially a high BEEEETE
boot made with leather, its design The duke in his famous boots.
changed from having a pointed to BEBT YRRV,
toe to a more rounded one, as well as from leather to rubber.
The modern rubber rain boot used around the world originates
from these boots and they are still called Wellington boots or
‘wellies’  to this day, at least in The UK and some former
colonies. Next time you wear some rain boots maybe you can
remember where the design came from. I greatly admire the
Duke of Wellington and I wish I had more space to talk about
him. On second thoughts, I don’ t want to bore you! Thanks for
reading. See you next time.
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