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Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(22 RALT)

People on the Pound: Saint George

Let s continue looking at the people who grace the paper currency
of my home country of England. I would like to apologise; In my
last article I stated that Sir Isaac Newton was the first person,
who was not the monarch, to printed on a one pound note. That
is not truel The person to have that honour in 1914 was Saint
George, the patron saint of England. Saint George is also known
as Saint Georgios (as well as other variations in other languages),
which is what he is called in Japanese. Coincidentally, the person
= on the right
of the picture
below is King
George V who,
in a tradition
of the royal
family, is also
named George,
certainly after
the saint.
B®1 Saint George and the dragc;n on the one pound note Saint Geor.ge
(1914-1918) was, according
1R RIS T NEEE Y 3—T &85 (1914-19185) to established
belief, a Greek man in the Roman army who was born in the
3rd century and died in 303AD. He is the patron saint of
England as well as some other countries, regions, and cities of
the world. (These are Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Georgia,
Ukraine, Malta, Ethiopia, the regions of Catalonia and Aragon,
and the cities of Moscow and Beirut. There are several other
regions, cities, universities, professions, and organizations that
have claimed him as their patron too). He was a roman soldier
but was persecuted, tortured, and eventually killed for being a
Christian. His martyrdom was supposed to have converted many
people to Christianity. He was canonised in the 5th century but
the specific details of his actions are unknown. The collection of
his intercessory miracles began in the medieval period, many
hundred years after the fact. His most famous story, that of the
defeat of the dragon, was not associated with him until the 11th
century.
The story says that an angry dragon was terrorising the city
of Silene, Libya, when Saint George arrived there. To stop the
dragon from destroying the city, the people offered two sheep
a day to the dragon, but when the sheep were not enough they
were forced to sacrifice humans, elected by the city's own people.
Eventually, the king's daughter was chosen to be sacrificed, and no
one was willing to take her place. Saint George saved the princess
by slaying the dragon with a lance. The king was so grateful that
he offered George treasures as a reward for saving his daughter's
life, but George refused them and insisted they be given to the
poor. The people of the city were so impressed by Saint George s
actions that they all converted to Christianity and were baptized.
There is a long standing respect of him by a number of religions
(Christians, Muslims, Druze, and some Jews). He upholds the
values of the exemplary man and warrior, including strength in
adversity, protection of the weak, and bravery. Even though he
probably didn’ t slay a dragon, I still really like Saint George.
Most details of his life are unknown and in some regards he can
be considered a semi-mythological figure. Recently only historical
figures are featured on bank notes. I think it would be good to
have other figures on money again, like King Arthur or Robin
Hood. What do you think? Do you think we should have the
legendary heroes and saints of old on our money?
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