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Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(H42HRALT)

My Trip to Ise Jingu

Earlier this year, I went to Ise Jingu. Here are my reflections
on that trip.

Outward journey: It was the very middle of winter. I set
out from Kobe at 5:30 in the morning. The sky was grey with
a constant rain. I took a number of trains but for the majority
of the journey I rode a private cabin on a double-decker
train, flying along, a private capsule isolating a speeding
dreamer. The landscape felt different. There was very little
of the uniform urban sprawl, dull yellow grasses, and tired
modernity I was used to from the window of a train. There
were old-style buildings, verdant greenery and somehow a
sense of the past. I saw the traditional architecture, the white
walled enclosures, tiled with splendid dark tiling. I felt at
ease, as if this was the real Japan.

A p Geki - The outer shrine
I walked down the
road from Iseshi station
& towards the Geku There
@ were no noisy tourists
or foreigners on the
¢ pedestrian street only
sheets of hard falling rain.
As I came closer to the
: o Gekd, there were people
Photoby(c)Tem . nOW'.SeriO.uS'IOOking
(http://www.yunphoto.net) men in business suits
and women in kimono, walking through the dripping, pitter-
pattering trees. You can t enter the shrine, only look in from
a small area outside. There were guards and rope boundaries.
The large stones of the floor inside the shrine gleamed wet.
There was no money collection box, you're not supposed to
offer coins, but people did anyway, and so there was a large
white cotton sheet set to collect these coins. After a minute
or so I moved on, conscious of people waiting to enter.

Naiki - The inner shrine
On the bus ride to the
Naikt the wind increased.
There were more people ¥
at the Naika. Still far
fewer people than I had 8
expected. Often, I was B
alone walking across the
wider garden-like areas
and along the wooded =
paths. Strange-shaped ™ e

branches and a squalling wind seemed to call me towards
the inner shrine. This was not a normal shrine. There was a
weight in the air. People were gathered at the bottom of the
wide set of large stone steps leading up to shrine entrance.
We lined up, shuffling to see just a glimpse of the shrine roofs.
As I looked at the shrine, the muffled voices of people behind
me muted. It was the border of the mystical, the place where
the world of the gods and our world met.

Return Journey: As I left the gate of the inner shrine, the
wind dropped and the sun finally broke through the clouds.
In the bright light, I looked up to the surrounding thickly
wooded hills, which were now steaming with mist. Another
moment of real Japan. On the path, it might have been my
imagination but I saw a small wisp of vapour move past me
in a strange way. This trip was a truly unique experience for
me. I think I would like to visit other ancient shrines in the
future, maybe Nishina Shinmei Shrine or Izumo Shrine.
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