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Message FROM

Let' S try En glish! Vol.209 Nathan John Clinch

(P 2ERALT)

Let’s Rakugo!

Hello everyone. Last time, I talked about New Year s
resolutions. I hope your year is going well so far.

This time I want to talk to you a little bit about
rakugo. Last month, I went to see a rakugo
performance. It was a great show and I enjoyed it
immensely. I usually go once or twice a year and I
always look forward to it. If you have never seen a
Rakugo performance, I highly recommend you try it
out.

Rakugo stories often use difficult and sometimes old-
fashioned language so of course I don’ t understand
everything. However, the story tellers are so good at
their art that I can understand a lot just from their
skills of performance. Many of the stories are well-
known and have been retold for generations. Each
time I hear the same story I can understand it a little
better.

Rakugo shows us that, separate from words,
there are many things which are important in
communication; Body language, gestures, volume,
facial expression, voice modulation and, most
importantly, to my mind, an interest in the thing
being communicated. Even though I can’ t understand
everything I am interested and motivated to learn.
As rakugo is fun and interesting to me, I am able to
improve my comprehension, of both the Japanese
language and the Japanese sense of humour.

If T were not interested in Rakugo it would be
meaningless for me to go. It is important to find
something in which you have an interest and
something you are motivated to do. This is true for
learning English, or anything for that matter. The
more things that hold your interest or give you
motivation the better. Let's try to find the things
that interest or motivate us and use them to improve
ourselves.
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