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Manga are not Comics

Hello again everyone. Today I am going to talk
about the words: comics, manga, cartoons and
anime in English. First, let' s be clear, none of these
words mean exactly the same. Each is a separate
form of media. Nowadays, most people in the west
understand the words ‘manga’ and ‘anime’. They
think them separate and different from comics and
cartoons, both in style, nuance and other conventions.
Manga and anime have become increasingly popular
on the English speaking internet. There are now
many anime available to English speaking people
through streaming services and many manga have
English versions released online too. I think it
important therefore to tell the Japanese people that
these cultural exports have been very successfull At
the same time, I want to help Japanese people avoid
confusion when talking about these things in English.
In the past, people thought comics were for children.
Now they are accepted much more widely. For
example, there are many movie adaptations of comic
books watched by adults and children alike. People
in the west are starting to accept that more serious
stories can be told in graphic form, just as some
manga and anime do. Longer, more serious illustrated
books are not called comics but are called ‘graphic
novels . In some ways comics may be influenced and
are becoming more like manga. But even so they
are not the same. If you say 1 like comic books' or
T like manga’ you are talking about two different
things. There are many people in the Europe and the
USA who specifically like manga and not comics and
vice versa. The words ‘manga’ and ‘anime’ have
entered the English language and are in common use.
Although Japanese, manga and anime have become

part of western culture for many people.
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