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Let's try English! Vol.198

Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(FARRALT)

Let's go swimming (part 2)

Hello again everyone! In part one, I had started telling
the story of my challenge to swim in the sea every
day for a year. Let’ s continue.

Then, at the beginning of winter, a big problem for
my challenge presented itself. A terrible storm was
forecast. The storm came and there were big waves
and heavy rain. I went during the day to be as safe as
possible. I entered the water but it was so choppy I
couldn’ t swim, I just stood in the sea, trying to not be
knocked over. I could only stay in for a few minutes
because I was getting tired out so quickly by the
violent waters. After that day, my parents forbade
me from going in the sea during storms saying ‘It s
too dangerous Nathan!”. I was so disappointed, again
I thought I would not be able finish my challenge. But
I was not defeated! I thought of a work around.

The next day, after any storm I would go to the
sea and swim twice as long. If I did this, it felt like 1
had mended my chain and I could still complete my
challenge.

There was one last incident that could have
scuppered my challenge and much worse. On a night
of slightly rough weather, I obviously planned to go
out swimming. My father said “it’s too rough but
if you want to go I will come with you.” I thought
he was joking but as I was getting ready, he turned
up at the top of the stairs with his swimming Kkit.
He was really goingl We swam out and the waves
were quite rough. I saw he was not behind me and
thought he must have turned back towards the
beach. I headed back to the beach after a few more
minutes not wanting to make him wait. But on the
shore he was nowhere to be found. I stared out into
the dark wondering, thinking to be honest, the worst.
Instead of being concerned I was angry. “God damn
it dad! why did you want to come swimming?" I
said to myself. It felt like an incredibly long time. At
my limit, when I was just about to become worried
and I knew I had to do something, my father finally
appeared, shivering and walking slowly, out of the
wash and foam. It was as weight off my shoulders.
He had stayed the winter sea for over 30 minutes.
Thankfully he was fine.

So anyway, finally, at the end, I had swum every
day for a whole year! The young me was very
proud of himself. Even now I sometimes think about
completing that challenge.
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