=h. FrLLTHED

Lets tryEnglish! 5™ |

Superstitions and Bad Luck

When | was living in the U.S., | would always go
and eat Japanese and Chinese food with my fam-
ily. Often when we were not using our chopsticks,
we would stick them straight up into the bowl of
rice. My family and | would share our food too and
pass food from chopsticks to chopsticks. | had no

idea that it was bad luck and had to do with death.

That was my first experience with Japanese su-
perstitions.

Do you believe in superstitions? Are you supersti-
tious? I'm sure many of you don't step on the
edges of tatami mats. Do you know the real rea-
son why people cover their thumbs when they
see a hearse? It is so children will have good
manners and cannot point at a hearse when they
see it. | bet you don't clip your nails or whistle at
night. | laughed when | heard about these Japa-
nese superstitions. | was also surprised that the
numbers "4"and "9"are bad luck too!

| think maybe you will laugh at superstitions we
have in the U.S. Many of you know that the num-
ber "13"is unlucky. Some people say it is be-
cause it was the number of people at Jesus
Christ's last supper. Did you know that if you
break a mirror then you would have 7 years bad
luck? | don't know the reason, but | was taught
never to open an umbrella indoors. | never walk
under a ladder because that is also bad luck! |
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