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Hello Everyone!

Five years ago, | left the U.S. and came to Ja-
pan. Since | didn't know of many cities in Ja-

pan, | simply requested that | be placed Tokyo,

Okinawa or any "warm area". Luckily, my wish
was not granted and | was placed in Miyota.
(+~=~x)Having never left my country before |
thought | would become homesick and soon
return to the U.S. However, one year turned
into five years and well...| have had a new
place to call home since.

That is why I'm sad to announce that | will be
leaving Miyota in August and return to univer-
sity to study. | am very lucky to have had the
chance to teach at Miyota Junior High School
for three years and return for a fourth year. Mi-
yota J.H.S. and Miyota itself have changed a
lot these past years. It makes me so happy to
see people involved in the community and
keeping Miyota a friendly and beautiful town. |
know other foreigners who live in Miyota can
also rely on the kindness of others to also
make Miyota their home.

Last year | had the opportunity to watch a

great sunset from the top of Mt. Fuji. This year,

| was able to see the beautiful Himalayas and
Mt. Everest. However, the mountain | will al-
ways remember is Mt. Asama. | will miss wak-
ing up and seeing a green or snowy white Mt.
Asama every day. The friends and family |
have made here together with
great memories and experiences
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with students can never be re-
placed. Miyota J.H.S. and the
town of Miyota will always have a
special place in my heart.
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