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Lets try English! = §

Hello Miyota! How are you? | hope you are enjoying
the summer. Did you enjoy the Dragon festival this
year? | had a great time! | especially enjoyed the
Taiko drumming, and seeing all the colorful yukatas.
The ceremony at Shinraku temple was also very
beautiful.

Oh, I apologize. Let me introduce myself first.

My name is Ben Gibson, and | am the new AET for Mi-
yota Junior High School. | am a friend of the old AET,
Harold. Like Harold, | was also born in the USA, but |
moved to Canada when | was very young. So | hold
citizenship in both countries (but if any- g

body asks, | usually say that | am Cana- -
dian). My hometown is a small town
called Cranbrook, in the Canadian
Rocky Mountains.

| have many hobbies and interests, but
my main one is Japan. | am very inter-
ested in Japanese culture, such as food,
language, and art. In the winter, my fa-
vorite thing to do is to go snowboarding
and then soak in the hot springs. In the
summer | like to hike or go skateboard-
ing. | also like cooking, and | want to learn more about
rural Japanese cuisine | enjoy listening to music , but
| can't play any instruments. Sometimes | like to read,
and | am very interested in environmental and social
issues.

This is not my first time in Japan. | have lived in Hok-
kaido and Tochigi—ken, teaching English. Actually, |

also lived in Miyota before, aboutbyears ago. In total,

| have lived in Japan for almost4 years. But out of all
the places | have been to in Japan, | love Shinshu the
best. | am very happy to be back and see Mount
Asama again. ! | am also looking forward to meeting
all of you, especially my students!

Thank you for letting me live in your wonderful town,
Yoroshiku onegaishimasu,

Ben Gibson
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