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Lets try English! = §

This month, | want to introduce my home country of
Canada to you. Actually, | was born in Memphis Ten-
nessee, in the southern United States. My father is
American, and we lived there until | was2. Then we
moved to my mother’'s hometown in the Canadian
Rocky Mountains.

Canada is a very big country, the second biggest in
the world. It isb2times as big as Japan! But the
population of Canada is the same as Tokyo. This
means that we have lots of nature,
and outdoor sports are very popular.
The Canadian economy depends on
the environment, because we export
our resources to other countries. Ja-
pan imports many Canadian prod-
ucts, especially wood, salmon, and
wheat.

Most of the people live in the south,
close to the US border. In southern Canada, the sum-
mers are usually hot, and the winters are cold and
snowy. It is very similar to Hokkaido! We also have4
seasons, like Japan. In fact, Japanese tourism is be-
coming very popular in the east, because the trees
there are famous for their autumn colors.

Canada is a young country, compared to Japan. Most
of the people in Canada come from other countries,
and bring their cultures with them. My mother’s family
is originally from Russia, so we have some Russian
food and traditions in our house. Even with all the dif-
ferent people, everyone usually gets along.

However, Canada does have some serious problems.
One is the environment. In some areas, we have used
the resources (like fish and wood) faster than they
can renew, and this causes serious problems. We are
also a rich country, and we take our resources for
granted. We waste too many things that could be
used in poorer countries. We also treat our native

people very badly, and most of them sill live in poverty.

However, many people are interested in these prob-
lems, and are trying to change. | am proud that Can-
ada is a peaceful country, and that Canadian are usu-
ally polite and friendly. Because Canada has a good
reputation, some Americans put Canadian flags on
their backpacks when they travel overseas!
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