=h. FrLLTHED

F

Lets try English! =+~ §

Nakasendo —Part Il

| woke up after a fairly comfortable sleep. | had a small
breakfast of onigiri and fruit, put my tent away, and
started pushing the tricycle back up the mountain.
But I didn't have far to go. | was only a couple of kilo-
meters from the top of the pass! | made it to the top,
and was able to ride again. The air was still very cool
at the top of the mountain, and it was cold riding
down towards Shimo —suwa.
My brakes were:*-

The trip down was much faster than the trip up! | am
glad that I didn't have to pedal, because my feet were
sore and sunburnt from walking in sandals the day be-
fore.However, the road down to Suwa is steep, and |
had to use my brakes continuously. Soon, my brakes
were making a horrible noise! They were screeching
very loudly, and | was afraid that they would break! |
could see my front brakes getting smaller and smaller
as | descended the pass.Luckily, | made it into Shimo
—suwa without an accident, but | immediately started
looking for a bike shop to fix my brakes. | found one,
and had lunch at a fast food place while my bike was
repaired. It was a little expensive to fix, but | still had
more passes to cross, and | didn't want any problems.
| also went to a small hot spring for a shower. | tried to
get in the tub, but my sunburned feet hurt too much! |
also stopped at a huge shrine, and saw a very un-
usual Buddhist statue. It looked like a snowman, and
it was made out of one very big stone, and a smaller
one.

The Suwa pass was torture!
The weather was very sunny and hot that day, and
before | started up Suwa pass, | took a nap by a small
waterfall at a shrine. Although Wada pass is much
higher, it was an easy climb. The Suwa pass was tor-
ture! It is a steep hill, and the road goes straight up! |
could only push my trike forlOsteps at a time, and
then | had to rest! It was hard work. Even after | made

it to the top, | had to walk my bike down the other side,

because it was so steep! After that, | continued riding

until | arrived at Seba (%65%). Between Suwa and Kiso,

the Nakasendo is full of old houses and shops, and
the hills are green and picturesque. It was a beautiful,
lazy ride until I arrived at Niegawa.

One night in my tent.
| set up my tent by a baseball field near the river. |
thought it was a perfect spot, but when it became
dark, | started hearing many, many strange noises! In
a tent, you can hear everything outside, and your
hearing becomes very sharp! Every noise was a little
scary, and | could hear animals walking around. Fi-
nally | saw a shadow move across my tent. It was a ta-
nukil It started to touch my tent, | think it was trying to
bother me for fun! | yelled "Leave me alone!", and |
tried to go to sleep, even though | thought | heard
hungry bears moving in the bushes..
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