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Nakasendo Part V

| woke up in the morning , and remembered where |
was. | was in a hostel up in the mountains above Kiso

—Fukushima. When | finally found the hostel last night,

it was dark. In the morning light | could see the area,
and it was a beautiful little village up in the mountains.
| had a small breakfast, and then had a chilly ride on
the tricycle down back into Kiso.l took my time today,
and dawdled around Kiso—Fukushima. | looked at
the various shops, museums, and bought some sove-
nier sake at Nanawarai for my friends. | also spent a
long time at a beautiful temple with a large garden,
and left when the skies started to sprinkle raindrops.
The place of putting up the tent

| took my time getting out of Kiso—Fukushima, and |
only made it to Agematsu before the rain started. |
was worried about the tent. | had borrowed it from a
friend, and | was not sure if it could withstand the rain.
| did not have enough money for another hostel, so |
looked for some kind of shelter that | could sleep un-
der.
And finally, | found one, right beside the Nakasendo.
It was almost perfect, a big wide roof supported by 4
pillars, and a nice dry, sandy floor.

| didn't fear the ghosts
There was only one problem. It was in the middle of a
graveyard! | was a little nervous about sleeping there.
I'm wasn't worried about the ghosts as much as | was
about what the local people would think. | didn't want
to disrespect anybody's family by sleeping there. |
saw an old lady walking down the street and stopped
her. | explained my situation and asked if it would be
OK to sleep there. She said "Why not?™ (LM VAL
77V ?)and | went back to set up the tent. It was only
©Bor7o'clock by the time | had everything ready. |
decided to go out and hunt for food.

| am a vegetarian,so-**
It was not easy finding vegetarian food on a dark and
rainy evening in the middle of the Kiso valley! | saw a
curry restaurant open. Almost all Indian curry restau-
rants have vegetarian dishes, but this place was Japa-
nese—style, and the curry sauce is made with animal
fat. So | found a grocery store that was still open, and
had a small dinner of fruit and onigiri.
| slept well that night, without any harassment from
ghosts nor animals.
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