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Lets try English! = §

Nakasendo Part VI
The rain stopped during the night. It was still cloudy
when | woke up. | was scared it might rain again, so |
got ready and left at about8o'clock. | tried to ride
more quickly, and | did not stop very much.However, |

did stop at a place called Suhara. It is not very famous,

and | don't know why, but | decided to stop there and
look around.

A temple called Joshozeniji
| went to a temple called Joshozenji, and had a very
nice surprise. It was the most beautiful temple | had
ever been to! More beautiful than many temples in
Kyoto!When you enter the gate, you can see little
stone statues everywhere. They are not Jizo, but stat-
ues of old Buddhist teachers. And they are incredibly
beautiful! | have never seen such happy and content
statues! They are all over the temple grounds, and
are sometimes hidden.For300yen you can enter the
temple. There are no guides, and no signs saying "Do
not walk on the tatami". So | walked around freely,
looking at the kitchen, study rooms, and alters. It was
amazing! | want to go back there someday.

| stopped at the place associated with old memories--*

After Suhara, | continued on until | came to an area |
had visited4years ago. When | lived in Miyota before,
| went on a trip to Kyoto. On the way back, | stopped
at this area by a river and spent the afternoon there.
So | had some special memories there. | stopped at
the same place, and rested there, thinking about the
old memories. After that, | went through the popular
tourist towns of Tsumago and Magome. Both were
very pretty, but | liked Magome better. It is on a hill,
and is especially beautiful.

| was stopped by the police
| finally got into Nakatsugawa, and was stopped by
the police! Maybe | looked suspicious! | told him what
| was doing, and he smiled. He told me to be careful,
because there were many bosozoku. That night, |
looked for a place to stay. | found a nice park, but |
could hear motorcycles riding around, | didn't want to
attract attention. So | slept in a public bathroom! It
was a handicapped bathroom, so it was very wide and
very clean! | could lock the door from the inside, so |
didn't worry about anyone bothering me.
| had dinner at a department store, and went to bed,
and tried not to move. The bathrooms light had sen-
sors, every time | moved they turned on!
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