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Lets try English!*

Nakasendo The final edition

During my stay in Sekigahara, it began to rain hard.
| was worried that the tent would leak, but
everything inside stayed dry. In the morning, it
was still raining, so | took apart the tent as fast as |
could. | went to a nearby building, and tried to dry
the tent under its roof, while | waited for the rain to
stop.

Around 10, the rain had almost stopped, and the
tent was almost dry, so | packed up and left
Sekigahara. It sometimes lightly rained that day,
but | was fine until | arrived at Musa. Along the
road, there were many more beautiful old houses,
and | was happy to see many more new houses that
were being built in the old style.

| slept on a futon after a long

| also stopped at a large beautiful shrine near Musa,

and spent some time walking around (and checked
for places | could sleep if it rained again---). But |
got a call from my friend who lives near Musa. Her
name is Sakurako, and | met her in Taiwan a few
months before. She invited me for dinner with her
friends, so | stopped in Musa station and took a
train to meet her. After dinner, one of her friends,
a man named Aki, invited me to stay the night at
his house. | accepted, and spent a comfortable
night sleeping on a futon!

The final difficulty
The next morning, Aki and Sakurako drove me to
Musa, and said goodbye. It was a very hot day,
even in the morning, and | wanted to get to Kyoto
as soon as possible. | did not stop very much,
only to ask for directions. | felt very strange today,
my trip was almost over. Sometimes | was very
happy, and sometimes | felt sad. But | always felt
hot! | had to push the tricycle over one more pass
to get into Kyoto, and | saw a sign that said 32
degrees! | finally got to the top, and cruised down
into Kyoto. It took longer than | thought, and |
finally arrived at Sanjo Ohashi around 3 o' clock.
It was very strange to think that the trip was over. |
was in Kyoto, and the Nakasendo was like a
dream. | locked my bike by the bridge, and I got
on a train to meet my frind in Nara.

At the end of my trip

Kyoto is famous for its old culture and buildings, but
after my trip, it looked like just another boring city.
The Nakesendo was everything | want Kyoto to be,
old, beautiful, and full of nature. Maybe the
Nakasendo is just a dream for me, a fantasy. |
came to Japan because | wanted to experience
things like the Nakasendo, Tea Ceremony, and
other beautiful parts of Japanese culture. | was
disappointed, because it is disappearing, even in
Kyoto. | hope that Japanese children can learn
that there is more in Japan than blue jeans and
pachinko. | hope that they can learn to love and
protect the old, slow and beautiful, and not just the
new, fast, and cheap.
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