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Lets try English! %%

Summer in Kyoto

In August, the 3rd year students from Miyota Jr.
High School went to Kyoto. It was the first time for
most of them, | think. They originally planned to go
in April. But at that time many students were sick
from the flu, so the trip was canceled until August.

I also went to Kyoto in August. | went during Obon.
Because usually people visit their families at that
time (and because Kyoto is very, very hot) it is not
so crowded.

| went sightseeing there for 3 days. But | didn't go
by tricycle! This time | took a night bus. It was much
faster!

Kyoto is one of the most famous sightseeing places
for foreigners in Japan. | saw many people there
from German, France, America, Korea, and Taiwan.
| have been there a few times, but usually | see the
same places. This time | visited some new places.

| visited Tofukuji and liked the gardens there. Some
have a very modern design. | also enjoyed walking
around Gion at night, | even saw a Maiko (a real
Maiko. There are many tourists that dress up as
Maiko, but this one had a customer with her). | also
loved a little temple by Sanzen-in, in Ohara. It was a
beautiful little temple you could walk around freely
in. No one tried to see you anything (sometimes
temples look more like stores than places for
meditation), and they give you a cup of green tea
while you sit and enjoy the scenery.

But my favorite part of the trip was Daitokuji. It is a
very big area, and there are many
beautiful sub-temples in it. | heard
that one of the small temples sells
Buddhist vegetarian food, 'Shojin
Ryori'. It is very expensive, and
have only eaten it a couple times
before. But it was wonderful! It is the
most delicious food | have ever eaten
in Japan. It is like eating art! It is very
simple, but very beautiful. | think that is what | like
best about Japanese art. | have very good memories
of that meal.

| went to a few more famous temples, like Kiyomizu-
dera and Ryoanji. When | came back to Miyota, |
became interested in Shojin Ryori. At the Miyota
library, there are several books about Shojin
cooking. | am learning some new recipes now. If
you have the chance, please try it!

Of course, Kyoto was very hot. Especially in the
city, with all the concrete. But in the temples, it was
usually cool and pleasant. | wore a yukata every
day in Kyoto, there, and it was very comfortable.
But many people looked at me, they thought | was
a monk with my shaved head!
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