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Lets try English!*

Proverbs
| have been studying Japanese for a long time, but
lately | have not been improving. Sometimes | try to
read comic books or magazines, and then search

for all the kanji | can't understand in my dictionaries.

Grammar is difficult for me, but | enjoy learning
Japanese 'kotowaza'. We have many 'kotowaza'
as well in English. We call them 'proverbs'. This
month, | want to share some of my favorite proverbs
with you.

"A problem shared is a problem halved". This
means that it is sometimes handling a difficult
situation with friend's help is easier than by handling
it alone.

"A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor". You
could also say "A beginner course never made a
good skier". Challenges are chances for us to grow.

"Great oaks from little acorns grow". Sometime very
big things result from very small actions. Or
sometimes very great people have very simple,
humble beginnings.

"He who fails to prepare, prepares to fail". The
word 'fail' has many meanings. The first usage in
the sentence means 'nonfulfillment'. The second
usage means 'nonsuccess'. Someone who does
not get ready for the future will miss many chances.

"If life gives you lemons, make lemonade"'. This is
a newer proverb. Lemons are very sour, and not
very pleasant to eat by themselves. It means to
make an effort to change a bad situation into a
good one.

"Don't judge a book by its cover". | like this
proverb the best. Many books have very interesting
covers, but are badly written. And some books
have old or simple covers, but are very interesting
or full of useful information. Sometimes this is the
same with people and situations.
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