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Lets try English!%% &

Snowboarding Part2

I'love living in Nagano. | have traveled to many places in
Japan, but Nagano is my favorite. Of course, | like the
food, the hot springs, the nature, and the people. But
my big reasons for living here are the mountains and the
winter.

I have been going to ski hills since | could walk. So now,
after thirty years, | feel like | need to live near the
mountains. A few years ago, | had surgery on my knee,
and | could not snowboard all winter. It was the first
winter that | could not go to the ski hilll | was living in
Nasu Kogen at that time, and it was a sad time for me. |
didn't know what to do! | understood that snowboarding
is a kind of addiction! In English, we call people who live
near ski hills and ski all the time "Ski Bums". They are
addicted to that lifestyle. | think | have been a ski bum
for a long time.

So when | came to Japan, | was very interested in
snowboarding here. | saw many differences between the
winter sports in Japan and in Canada. For example,
even when it is very busy, | see that people sometimes
ride the lifts by themselves. In Canada, this is a little
strange. We try to fill the lifts so that people don't wait.
At some ski hills, in long line ups people shout
"Single!". If there is another single person in the line,
they yell back, and even if they are strangers, they ride
the lift together. Skiers and snowboarders in Canada are
very friendly people, and we like to
meet each other.

One more example is halfpipe riding. A
halfpipe is a long trench in the snow.
Skiers and snowboarders ride up the
walls and jump and do tricks. It is really
fun! It is also an Olympic sport. There
is a halfpipe in Karuizawa, and | used
to go there often, but now | don't. In
Canada, on a nice spring day, we will
just wear a t-shirt and hike up the side
of the halfpipe with our friends. If
someone is snowboarding well, we try to encourage and
support them, even if we don't know each other. So the
halfpipe is usually a noisy place, always full of clapping,
cheering, and laughing. But in Karuizawa, even if the
halfpipe is busy, it is very quiet. Many snowboarders are
very good, but nobody cheers, and people talk only to
their friends. It feels very uncomfortable, and it is difficult
for me to have fun. So | stopped going there.

For me, having fun is the soul of snowboarding.
Becoming good is important, because it lets you
snowboard in more conditions. You can learn snowboard
in deep snow or icy snow, on steep hills or moguls, in
sunny weather or a snowstorm. If you get better, you
can have more fun! The winter is almost over, but if you
meet me at the ski hill, lets ride the lift together!
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