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Lets try English!**

Earth Day

On March 19t and 20th, Earth Day was celebrated
across Japan. What did you do for Earth Day? Did you
know about Earth Day?

Earth day is actually held on April 22n¢. That day is the
spring equinox. It started in the United States, in 1970.
From that time, it had become an event that is
celebrated all over the world. It is a day to think about
how humans live on the Earth. | was in Tokyo on the 20
th and | was very happy to see all the people
celebrating Earth Day in Yoyogi Park.

Yoyogi park was full of people. | always feel crowded in
Tokyo, but Yoyogi park was packed! It was difficult to
walk around, there were so many people! There were
also many, many booths. Some booths were selling
hand-made crafts, some were showing technologies,
like solar power. Some were selling food, and some run
by NGOs, and were giving out information. And some
were just for companies that want to have a 'green’
image.

When | walked around, | had a strange feeling. Many
booths had information about very serious problems.
There was information about global warming, about
rainforests being used for toilet paper, about dolphins
and baby seals being killed. Seeing all these problems
at once was depressing. | grew up near nature, and
when | see nature destroyed, | feel very sad. Like when |
see a very sick family member.

But at the same time, | was happy too. This was
strange. There are many problems, but | also say many
people trying to fix the problems. There was a lot of
good energy in Yoyogi park, and | was happy to see
people working together and sharing information. There
were groups building eco-houses in Tokyo, people
protecting animals, and talks about peace and nature.

Some small differences were also very interesting. All the
electricity was made from small generators. But all the
generators didn't use gas, they used old tempura oil!
And there were many food booths as well. | was happy
to see lots of vegetarian food. But there were not any
disposable chopsticks or plates! You rented a plate and
chopsticks or forks for 100 yen. After you finish using
them, you clean them off, and give them back to the
dishwashers. And you get 100 yen back! It was a very
nice system. It showed the 3 'R's: Reduce (your
shopping), Reuse (what you have), and Recycle.

The climate is changing, and oil is becoming VERY
expensive. | think that these will be the biggest problems
our children have to deal with. | hope we can teach
them to avoid the mistakes we made. Let's make every
day Earth Day.
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Message FROM
Ben Gibson
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Earth Day (#tEkDH)
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