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Lets try English! *

The sag

Hmmm. Black-Americans, black people in the U.S.A, have
been major trend setters for the world for a long time. From
music to fashion, Black-American culture has spread all over
the world and even to Japan. Black-American culture is just
one part of American culture and within Black American
culture there are even more sub cultures present, mainly 'Hip
Hop' culture. I've noticed that Black-American culture is
romanticized by foreigners and emulated without much
thought about how or why it is done.

Many of the trends, like gospel singing, style of speech, and
hip hop music, are copied all over the world. This is not
really a bad thing. But being a black American | find it
sometimes annoying. When | first came to Japan back in
1998 | was young and liked going to some of the hip hop
clubs in Tokyo. Occasionally | would find someone who could
speak English and | would listen to them speak. They were
clearly trying to 'sound black'. It gave me a feeling
somewhere between flattered and annoyed. More recently, |
was watching MTV Japan and there was a special about a
Japanese woman doing a homestay in Harlem, New York (A
predominately black area of the city) to study gospel music.
However, she was not Christian, but only 'liked' gospel
music. | thought this was a bit disrespectful towards the
Christian host family that was teaching her because they truly
thought the woman was inspired by the faith to sing gospel.
Unfortunately, many of the trends started by black people in
America tend to be negative trends and these are the trends
that most young people like to imitate. Last year, | a student
said to me, 'l like American Gang.' | often saw him riding his
bike around town wearing black baggy pants, black
sweatshirt, black cap, and a black bandana around his face
like a mask. This is typical gang fashion in the U.S. But
since this is Japan, he is pretty safe, and | when | see him
dressed like that | find it comical. However, if he was to
come to my junior high school in New Jersey, dressed just
like that he would be confronted. The style of dress does
have meaning, it means, 'Hey | belong to this group of
people/gang'. And police pay attention to those sorts of
fashions in the U.S.

More surprisingly, | see students, here in Miyota, wearing
their pants down below the waist. In America it's called, 'the
sag' or 'sagging'. | can remember when that trend started in
the U.S. | was in Junior High School at the time and | wore
my pants the same way to emulate the rappers of the time
who made the style popular. Gradually, | bought my pants
bigger and baggier. It was a black trend among young
Black-Americans who enjoy hip-hop culture. Many people
hated the style and considered it gross. However the trend
spread and White-Americans were soon sagging and
emulating the style. Now the whole world likes to sag. But
how and why did this fashion start? Well, the fashion started
in the American prison cells. When inmates are sent to prison
they are given prison clothes to wear. The inmates cannot
chose a size. Belts and shoe strings are also taken away
from. So if the clothes were too big prisoners were forced to
walk around with sagging prison garments. When those
prisoners were freed they introduced this 'jailing' style to the
young black kids in their communities. Eventually rappers
adopted the style giving it nationwide media attention.

There is also an urban legend about origin of sagging.
However, that is not true. The truth is the fashion did begin
in prison. This was later adopted by young black kids and
introduced to the world through TV. and media.

The thing that saddens me about Japanese junior high kids
copying this old fashion is that | see girls sagging at school
too! In the U.S. sagging was for boys, never girls. Also
wearing a 'sag' with a school uniform is faux pas. Sagging
should only be done with pants that are 2 or 3 sizes to big
for the wearer! Which is why bigger and baggier is better.
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