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Lets try English! *

Do you know this?

Kendama first appeared in France in 1600s. It
was called "bil boguet".
Bil means ball and boquet means tree.

Kendama was introduced to Japan by the
Ministry of Education during the Meiji era
(1868-1912). The Kendama used now was
invented by Hamaji Egusa in
1919 during the Taisho era. It
was called Sun and Moon Ball.
The game became popular among
young people and many people
still enjoy playing kendama.

At the beginning of the school
year the vice principal gave me an
official JKA kendama. | was not
interested in it at first, but | have
been playing kendama since May
this year and | really like it. | have
become pretty good at Kendama.
There is a student at Miyota junior high who is
ranked very high. He is a 2nd dan. His
grandmother asked me to try the kendama
examination held in Tomi city. Maybe one day |
will try. But | don't have any confidence to try it
yet. It would be nice if we had a kendama club
closer to Miyota.

The Japanese kendama is becoming popular all
over the world. There are several Kendama pro
teams and organizations. There is 'Kendama
Team USA and Kendama Team Hong Kong'.
There is also the British Kendama Association.
Maybe one day there will be a Kendama World
Cup or even an Olympic event?!

Why don't you try playing kendama® It is very
fun and good for health. But be careful the
game is also very addictive. Once you pick up a
kendama it will be very hard to put down again.
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