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Message FROM
Paul Wellington Harris

(P#RAET)
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A few weeks ago | was talking with some of my
American friends about spanking their children.
Some were against it, and some were for it.

In my case, | am for it, of course, | think physical
and verbal abuse is a terrible thing and there is a
strict limit between discipline and violence. My
siblings and | were good children most of the time
when we were growing up, but we got spanked
when we needed it! Usually, my father would
spank us when we did something wrong. If it was
something really bad, we would get spanked by
both parents! My grandparents spanked us; my
aunts and uncles spanked us, too. We used to
get spanked at school by our teacher or principal.
Getting spanked at school was not fun, because
after, the principal would call our parents. Then
when we got home we got another spanking! But
we always had two chances. Honestly, we were
lectured more than spanked. My father use to give
us really long lectures explaining why what we did
was wrong and why they were upset. We usually
got grounded after that, maybe no TV for a week
or no phone and no video games. One thing |
remember growing up is that my mother and father
never yelled at us or raised their voice. But, if we
did the same thing again after our lecture, then we
got spanked—No vyeling, no questions! Because
we already knew what we did was wrong.

These days, spanking has a negative image. But |
think it is a healthy form of discipline. Spanking
done in anger or impulse is not discipline!!  Many
younger parents these days are saying they won't
spank their children. There is an English expression
that comes from the bible that says, “Spare the
rod, and spoil the child.” | thank and love my
parents, relatives, and my teachers for teaching me
about discipline and respect, how to act in society,
and the boundaries of right and wrong.
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