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Let's try English!

Message FROM
Vol.217 Nathan John Clinch
(H#ARALT)

Looking Forward to Spring!

Hello everyonel As I am writing this it is still cold,
the cold of winter. There is still snow on the ground.
But! Spring is just around the corner. I love spring, it's
a time of rebirth, growth, awakening, greenery and
blooming!

What do plants you think of when
I say ‘spring'? I am guessing,
of course, you think of cherry
blossoms, azalea, wisteria or more
generally the sprouting of new
bright green leaves. Whilst there
are a few cherry trees in England,
they are nowhere near as ubiquitous ]
as in Japan. In the UK, there are ,
many other flowers associated with
spring. The first flowers I think of
are snowdrops (Matsuyuki in Japanese). They are a
beautiful, delicate, white flower that pushes its way up
through the cold winter ground and ice. Snowdrops
appear in the middle of January and bloom until the
middle of March. These flowers come out very early,
maybe too early to be called a spring flower. But they
do show that we are past the winter equinox heading
towards spring.

These yellow flowers are wild
daffodils, a type of narcissus. For
English people, they have the
strongest association with spring.
Like cherry blossom to Japanese
people. Wild daffodils can be found
all across the UK. They bloom
from the end of February to April,
depending on the weather and

location. r Daffodils

Look at this lovely carpet blue of flowers in the
springtime forests of Dorset (my home county). These
are bluebells. They flower starting around late March
and finishing in early May. A large area of bluebells is
often used as an indicator of ancient woodlands in the
UK. Walking through the forests covered with these
different flowers is magical. There are only specific
times throughout spring when each
of the flowers are in in full bloom.
These small fleeting windows of
opportunity makes them even more
special. Unlike the sedentary flower
viewing of Japan, people in England
often go for long walks to find these
beauty spots. It would seem that
in Japan as well as the UK the
impermanent beauty of spring is
appreciated and admired.

Snowdrops
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