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Let's try English! vo.zs

Message FROM
Nathan John Clinch
(h22RRALT)

What is a Jack-o-lantern?

Hello everyone. Today I am going to talk about jack-
o'-lanterns. What is a jack-o’-lantern? In the middles
ages Jack was a very common male name. It was so
common that it was used as another word for man.
There are a number of phrases for example jack of
all trades’ or jack-in-the-box that show this. The “o'-
is a shortening of ‘of the". The same as in ‘o'clock’. So
jack of the lantern’.

In the 17th century, Jack-o'-lantern’, was just used to
mean a man with a lantern or a night
watchman. Around the same period,
‘jack-o’-lantern’ was also used to
describe swamp gas or willow the
wisps’ too. So how did jack-o'-lanterns
become what we know today? Samhain
1s a pre-Christian festival similar to
Obon that was celebrated on the same | =
day as Halloween. During the festival =
of Samhain, the spirits of the dead and
the supernatural beings were believed
to walk the earth. Halloween was a
Christianization and syncretic processing
of that old pagan festival. The custom
of carving lanterns for Samhain began
in Ireland and Britain. These lanterns
were made with turnips or mangelwurzels that were
hollowed out and often carved with grotesque faces.
They were said to represent spirits or supernatural
beings or were used to ward off evil spirits from one's
home. We don’t know what they were called before
but they were called jack-o'-lanterns from the 18th
century onward. So how did these lanterns gain that
name? There are many stories about how.

Here is one of the stories:

There was a man called Stingy Jack. He invited the
devil for a drink. Jack didn't want to pay himself, and
convinced the devil to change into a coin that could be
used to pay. The devil did so, but Jack ran out without
paying and kept the devil-coin in his pocket with a
silver cross so that the devil couldn't change back to
his original form. Jack eventually let the devil free but
made him promise that he wouldn't seek revenge on
Jack and wouldn't claim his soul when he died. When
Jack died, because he had been sinful, God would not
let him into heaven, but also the devil, keeping his
promise, wouldn't let Jack into hell. Instead, the devil
gave him a burning coal to light his way and sent
him into the night. Jack put the coal into a carved-out
turnip and is cursed to roam the earth forever.

You can see the story ends with stingy Jack holding
a carved lantern and thus how it gained its name.
Jack is, at this point, the ‘Jack’ of the lantern. At some
point the lantern itself started to be called the jack-
o’-lantern. Scottish and Irish immigrants brought
the carving of jack-o'-lanterns to America where the
pumpkin replaced the turnip. Pumpkins are easier
to carve and make larger lanterns. Other modern
customs of Halloween were begun in the US too
but that topic is for another time. Have a wonderful
autumn time and stay warml!

An turnip lantern from Ireland
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