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Why do you study English?

Hello everyone. Previously I wrote about Gairaigo
and Wasei Eigo. These connect to today s topic; I
am going to write about studying English. Nowadays
many people want to learn English. You can ask the
question. How do you study it?” Do you repeat the
same phrases again and again? Do you memorize a
lists of words or tables of grammar? Do you watch
English movies with English Subtitles? I think a
more important question is why. Why do you study
English? Are you aiming to live or work abroad? Do
you want a high paid job that uses English? Do you
want to get into a good high school? Or do you just
want to talk to random foreigners you meet on the
street? These are all good enough reasons. But there
is one main reason that no one talks about - that is
you have to.

It is compulsory education. This is a problem because
if people have to, but don’ t want to, they may end
up with a very negative image of studying English.
There are a large number of people who think ‘Oh
I am bad at English” or ‘T don’t like English.” I
want to encourage these people. You are not bad at
English; you don’ t dislike English.

Most likely you weren’ t good at studying English
because you didn' t know why you were doing it, or
didn’ t like being made to study something you saw
no reason for. For young people especially I want
to say ‘don’ t worry, if you have a strong reason to
study anything that is great but if you have to study
something that you don’ t like, just try your best.
People say to me ‘Oh, how did you learn Japanese?
or ‘Why can you speak Japanese?’

but the truth is I didn’ t start learning until I was in
my twenties. There is plenty of time to learn English
in your life. Next time I will talk about how to study
English, of course based on why you are studying it!
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