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Lets try English!**

The Life of a Comic Book

Hello everyone. Today | want to discuss about the life of an
American comic book. | have been collecting comics since
before | could read. Not just American comics, but also
comics from Japan and Hong Kong. | now have over 5000
comics in my collection. So | consider myself a comic book
master.

In Japan, comic books are owned by their creator and the
story runs for as long as the artist continues the story.
Stories are usually published weekly in 'weekly magazines'
made from recycled paper with no color. The artist has full
control over his work, and can get money called, 'royalties'
for toys and movies made using their characters, but not in
the U.S.

The comic book industry is big business in the U.S. It is run
by large publishing companies. Comics published by these
companies belong to the company and not the artist. The
creators of American comics have little control over the books
they make and almost never get paid royalties. The size of a
U.S. comic is about 170mmx260mm, 22 pages, and they
are usually published every 30 days in full-color.

The artists of these comics are a part of a creative team. The
first member of the comic book creative team is the 'Writer'.
The writer creates the story, usually a story arc. This is why
American comics never 'end' in the U.S. When a story arc is
finished the writer, or a new writer, thinks of a new story arc.
After a 22-page story has been written it is sent to the
'Penciler'. The penciler is the person who draws the comic.
He reads the writer' s 22 page story and then draws it using
a pencil. When the penicler finishes his artwork, he sends
the pages off to the 'Inker'. The inker's job is to ink in the
artists pencils using black ink. This artist also sets the tone
and lighting of the work. After the inker finishes inking the
pages they get sent to the 'Letterer'. The letter makes the
sound effects and word balloons of the comic, but also
checks the writer's story, the pencils, and the inks to decide
how to letter the book. Sometimes the letter also creates the
actual dialogue of the characters. Finally, the drawn, inked,
and lettered pages get sent of to the 'Colorist'. The colorist
job is to add color to the comic. When all the coloring is
done the pages are ready to be sent to the printer and be
published.

A sad thing about the American Comic Book industry is that
creator's rights did not exist in the past. Anything that was
created by these artists belonged to the company and the
artist were never paid royalty for movies, toys or merchandise.
But recently this has changed. Stan Lee, a co-creator of
Spider-Man, Hulk, Ironman, and other marvel superheroes,
was recently given a lot of money for years of royalties and
merchandise after a long court battle.

Can you imagine if Toriyama-sensei created Dragonball in the
U.S. for Marvel Comics in the 80s? He would have been be
a poor and struggling artist in the U.S. with no control over
the lives of Goku and the Dragonball warriors! That is what
happened to many American comic book artists in the past.
But now, gradually, the U.S. comic industry is changing and
creators are beginning to have more control and power over
their works.
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