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Lets try English! *

Black History Month

My wife, who translates my articles into Japanese, said to me,
“Your articles are too heavy! Can you write something more
fun?!” | felt upset, but | knew she was right (She usually is).
| saw the Yamayuri as a chance to share some topics that |
felt were rarely discussed, but | did not consider my readers
and so for that | apologize. Having a Japanese wife from the
area is a good thing to help keep me in check.
But today, February 16th, | have to mention the new United
States President Barack Obama and Black History Month.
February is Black history month in the U.S. You may wonder
why we have such a month in the U.S.A. You may feel Black
History and American History are one in the same. Yes, they
are, but American children do not learn about many great
Black-Americans in school. | remember making a video in
junior high about 'Black Cowboys'. It was for my social
studies class project during Black History Month. Many of my
classmates were shocked because they didn't believe that
there were "Black Cowboys". | also didn't believe it at first
when my father told me that the first cowboys were black.
50,28 days out of the year we take the time to appreciate and
recognize these black Americans. As President Obama said
in his proclamation*, it is a "chance to examine the evolution
of our country and how African Americans helped draw us
ever closer to becoming a more perfect union." So, we have
come from slavery to having the first black president in the
United States of America. Though discrimination and racism is
a part of American culture so is the belief that we can change
and improve ourselves no matter the circumstance. This is
the 'American Spirit." | also believe discrimination will increase
in the world as we become more global. Therefore the U.S.A.
can become an example for the world and learn from its
experiences with discrimination and racism.
This will probably be published in April's Yamayuri, but it is still
a good chance to share with you some unique Black
American's in U.S. History:

@Benjamin Banneker (1731-1806) was an astronomer,
mathematician, among many other things and one of the
designers of the United States capital city.

@Garrett Augustus Morgan, Sr. (1877-1963) was an
inventor and a hero. He invented the gas mask and is most
famous for his patented version of the mechanical traffic
signal.

@®W.E.B. DuBois (1868-1963) was a professor of
sociology, writer, and civil rights activist. His achievements
are way too many to list here. He is one of my favorite
writers and influences.

There are many more famous Black Americans in U.S. history
and | encourage you to research some of them if you have
time.
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Paul Wellington Harris
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Last month Crossword Solution (BOZ0X7—-KOEX)

Across (EanHE)

3. VENUS 7.ICE 8.BREAKFAST
22 JAPAN  24.CITY 25.0PEN

Down (#tdD#HE)

10.UMBRELLA

13.GREEN

15.YEAR 17.TEA 19.KOALA 20.SNOW

1.ZEBRA 2.FRUITS 4.NINE 5.DREAM 6.QUIET 9.ROSE 11.MARATHON 12.LEGS 14.EARTH 16.HAT

18.ASIA 21.WEDDING 23.PUPPY

*Obama's Proclamation on Black History month: http://edocket.
access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9Q-2707 .pdf

If you have any suggestions, comments, or feedback please email
me at: sword_saint76@yahoo.com
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*FINTDEANEL BB TDHOEESE: hitp://edocket.access.gpo.
gov/2009/pdf/E9Q-2707 .pdf
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