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Lets try English!**

Good bye Miyota

Hello Miyota,

How was your summer ? Did you come out to
the Ryujin festival ? | went to Shinraku Temple
and watched the taiko drummers and dragon
runners. It was very beautiful , and | was
nostalgic. And a little sad. That is because | am
leaving Miyota.

| first came to Miyota in September, 2000. |
lived here for two years, and made many friends.
But | had to go back to Canada, and it was a
very sad time for me. | loved living in this area. |
missed seeing Mt. Asama, eating soba, and
going to hot springs while | was in Canada. After
a few years, | had a chance to come back, and
| moved back to Miyota in July, 2006.

Again, | lived here for two more years. This area
has become my second home. | have many,
many good and unpleasant memories from here.
But they have mostly been good. My life at the
bottom of Mt Asama has been very rich. | feel
very lucky that | had a chance to live here. And
| am grateful to all my friends who helped me
during my time here. | can't write how much
they helped me through difficult times. Of
course, because | am a foriegner, some things
that are every-day changes for Japanese people
can be large difficulties for me. Things like
moving apartments, going to the hospital, or
buying a car are big obstacles, and | am very,
very lucky that | have good friends that helped
me. Thank you very much.

My time in Miyota has come to an end.
However, | am not returning to Canada. | am
moving to Matsumoto, and will work there from
August. So although this is a sad goodbye for
me, | will still be close by, and I will visit
sometimes.

Thank you Miyota for letting me live in your
beautiful town, and | will see you again soon.

Message FROM
Ben Gibson
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